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Brunswick Landing Marina, a popular "hurricane hole" for expensive yacht s, has expanded to a 
capacity of 317 slips to meet the increased demand for dockage. The owner is now focusing on his land 
to fight the expansion of the Glynn County Detention Center on neighboring property. 

• 

"I've got a saying: Ifyou're 
testifying, you're losing." 

Tarver introduced the 
same bill during the 2007 
legislative session in January, 
but it got nowhere. Herring 
said lobbyists shouldn't get 
overly concerned about the 
new version. 

"Nobody wants to get legis­
lative whoppers in court," he 
said. 

State Sen. Jeff Chapman, 
R-Brunswick, co-sponsored 
the 2007 version ofthe truth 
bill. When Chapman asked 
last year just what inspired 
the proposed law, Tarver 
said, "Somebody lied to me." 

Tarver said the truth-in­
lobbying law would mostly 
come into play in commit­
tees when people argue for 
and against measures. 

''It seems the more heated 
the issue gets, the more 
someone will stretch or 
embellish the importance of 
legislation," Tarver said. 

With the big revenue 
shortfall, the hyperbole ma­
chines will run wide open . 

"It 's not unrealistic to 
expect people to fudge," he 
said. 

It's also not unrealistic to 
expect some nuts among the 
fudge. 

But it would be disastrous 
if it spread into the general 
population. What if preach­
ers were-compelled to tell 
the truth about the people 
lying in the coffins in front 
of them? 

Then there's your friendly 
weatherman, although 
most probably believe what 
they're saying. 

It used to be weather fore­
casters simply said, "There's 
a pret ty good chance it 's 
going to rain tomorrow," or 

"We'll have a few scattered 
showers." 

When science and math 
scores plummeted, meteo­
rologists saw the chance to 
befuddle us. They started 
warning about approach­
ingvortices of bicumulus 
windage. They never 1p.iss a 
chance to toss in math like a 
40 percent chance of rain. 

If there is an outright ban 
on lying, we could face a 
critical shortage of used car 
salesmen. 

The uncomfortable truth 
is, we don't want to get just 
what we pay for. We want 
to grin ear-to-ear and talk 
about what a great deal we 
got or grouse about how 
we were ripped off. Getting 
fair value for your money is 
about like elect ing a moder­
ate. It's just plain boring . 
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he is also 

fight the expansion of the Glynn County Detention Center on neighboring property. 

ownerexpandscapacliy 
fighting the expansion 
of a neighboring jail. 
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BRUNSWICK - Robert M. 
Torras Sr. is standing by 
his assertion that plans to 

expand the Glynn County Deten­
tion Center will hurt his marina 
business. 

But in a seeming contradiction, 
Torras fights the expansion on 
the east side of Newcastle Street 
while he adds more dock space to 
his sprawling Brunswick Landing 
Marina across the street. 

The demand for dockage at the 
sheltered marina on Academy 
Creek in downtown Brunswick 
remains strong even in the midst 
of a nationwide economic slump 
and concerns that the jail expan­
·sion will lower property values in 
the area. 

'''We're adding 56 new slips," 
Torras said, "and more fhan half 
ofthem are reserved already." 

The new slips are situ­
ated along a 1,250-foot dock that 
stretches from the northern end 
ofthe marina to Torras' boatyard 
on Newcastle Street Extension. 
Twenty-eight "fingers" extend 
from the dock, each capable of 
accommodating two 50-foot 
boats. 

The marina is the largest salt­
water marina in the state, and 
the new slips will raise capacity 
to 317 slips. 

With the expansion, however, 
Torras has run out of water. 

"That's it," Torras said. "We're 
done." 

The marina opened in 1996 
after a lO-year permitting pro­
cess. Torras and Robert Torras Jr. 
have expanded it slowly, adding 
additional dockage only as the 
marina reached full capacity. 

Boaters like the marina be­
cause it is located well away 
from the ocean, Torras Sr. said. 
It has developed a reputation as 
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~anvepay . 
to grin ear-to-ear and talk 
about what a great deal we 
got or grouse about how 
we were ripped off. Getting 
fair value for your money is 
about like electing a moder­
ate. It's just plain boring. 

But this is what rankles 
Tarver just a little: Ifa citizen 
makes a false statement to 
any government agency, it's 
a crime. Not so if you lie to 
your friendly legislators. 

"It implies you can't lie to 
anybody else in government 
but the legislature,n Tarver 
said. 

But that's not exactly a 
one-way street, is it? 
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